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What can we
pray when we’re afraid?
Our world is filled with events and situations that can cause
great fear and anxiety. It’s easy to become overwhelmed and
live imprisoned by fear. We are promised in God’s Word that he
is faithful and will protect us (2 Thessalonians 3:3). God wants
us to let go of fear and to live life to the fullest (John 10:10)!
When you are overcome by worry, use these prayers for
protection to remember who God is and the protection he has
promised you.
“Father, I come to you today, bowing in my heart, asking for
protection from the enemy. Lord, we are assailed moment by
moment with images on television, the internet, books and
newspapers that leave us vulnerable to sin of every kind.
Surround us with Your divine hedge of protection. Encompass
us round about with Your strength and Your might. Let all who
take refuge in You be glad, let them over sing for joy. And may
You shelter us, that those who love Your name may exult in
You. For it is You who blesses the righteous man, O LORD, You
surround him with favor as with a shield.” (Psalm 5:11-12)
“Lord, I ask that You protect our minds. Father, the mind set on
the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace
(Romans 8:6). O God, set our minds on You. Let us not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
our minds that we may prove what Your will is, that what is good
and acceptable and perfect (Romans 12:2). Help us by the
power of Your Spirit to think on whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and
if anything is worthy of praise, let our minds dwell on these
things (Philippians 4:8). Strengthen us in the power of Your
might, O God. Dress us in Your armor so that we can stand firm
against the schemes of the devil. We know that our struggle is
not against flesh an blood, but against the rulers, against the
powers, against the world forces of darkness, against the
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. But You
are our keeper, O Lord, the shade on our right hand. Protect us
from all evil and keep our soul. Guard our going and our coming
in. From this time and forever. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
(continued on page 5)

Gree ngs,
TIME IS RUNNING OUT! Did that get your heart racing? It’s hard to count how many mes have we heard
the words “ me is running out” for things like a Holiday Sale, a Weekend Sale or just a one‐day sale. You
get the idea.
However, me really is running out when it comes to our everyday life as we know it. Remember when
we were previously able to run a mile and never draw a deep breath. We used to be able to work in the
yard or around the house all day and then go out and enjoy an evening with our friends. But, it seems
those days are gone or at least we have convinced ourselves that is the case.
So, maybe me is running out. I heard a gentleman men on to his friend awhile back as he was thinking
of those days gone. He said “I now have more days behind me than those that are ahead of me.” We
realize that me for some of us is ge ng shorter.
I am beginning to hear a lot of folks talk about a bucket list. If I understand it right, it is a list of things
that they want to do before they leave this old world. Perhaps also these folks understand that me is
running out.
The Apostle Paul wrote in II Corinthians 4:16: “For which cause we faint not; but though our outward
man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.” He also wrote in verse 18: “While we look not at
the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”
So then if me is running out, perhaps the Apostle Paul said it right in II Corinthians 5:1 “For we know
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not
made by hands, eternal in the heavens.” How you using the me God has given you? Don’t wait too late
to call on Jesus.
Un l next me…
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Floyd

The skies look calm but you know the storm is coming. How do you know?
The clouds grow dark and the rains come. The winds become stronger and
the humidity in the atmosphere chokes you. You try to sleep. I trust You, Lord!
You’re exhausted when you get out of bed because of the 34 “tornado warning in
your area—seek shelter immediately” alerts you received on your phone all night.
The anxiety level grows trying to determine if you should stay or not. If you leave, where do you
go? I trust you, Lord! The roads are quickly closing due to high water. The urgency to leave
escalates. Then the message comes “Leave now or write your social security number on your arm
so you can be iden fied.” You finally choose to leave. I trust you, Lord! High winds rock your
vehicle and it’s actually raining sideways so the windshield wipers are almost useless.
I trust you, Lord! You contact the only person you know when you get there. She sends you to a God’s perfectly appointed
place. How long must we stay here? What’s happening at home? Is my family safe? Why won’t this phone work? Do we
have enough food since the stores are closed? I trust You, Lord! Twelve days later you can go home. Damage or not, you
know that life will no longer be the same. Everyday “normal” is going to diﬀerent. Clean up takes me.
Reality is… some mes it takes a storm to put us to where God wants us
to be. There are more storms in life than weather. What storm are you
facing? What storm are you in right now? A storm always lies just
beyond the horizon. Each one is full of ques ons but must not be full of
fear. It’s just stuﬀ. Nothing surprises God so He has a plan. There’ll be
good days. There’ll be bad days. I trust You, Lord! The next me it
begins to “rain”… He’s there before, during and a er your storm. Bow
your head and say “I trust You, Lord”! Then… seek Him and do it!

Hi, friends!
Social media has almost become a necessary evil… if there is such a thing! Sometimes I wonder! As with
anything else, it can be used for good, for encouragement, for knowledge, for information or for entertainment.
However, it can also be used for wasting time, isolation from family and friends, identity theft and the list goes
on. For those who are brave enough to use it and can weed out things (and people) bent on doing you harm,
you can use the internet (website) and social media sites (Facebook ,et al) to share your story, provide your
schedule and communicate with your family, friends and fans.
It is my job with STGMA to do everything I can to help you in this arena. Do you have a website? Is the
information current? Are your pictures recent? Do you need help with your website or Facebook page?
People are too busy to hunt for where to find your phone number to call you for a booking. I searched for
over an hour before I finally found an Artist’s phone number on a buried page and then the number
was not even correct! How can churches contact you if you don’t give them accurate information?
If you notice your information on the STGMA website needs to be updated, I am just a
phone call away and I will be happy to see what I can do to help and get it fixed!
Blessings…
Christine Scott - webmaster@stgma.org

PAGE 3

The STGMA Board and Members are
saddened by the loss of our sweet
Sister Laura McElroy but we also rejoice
knowing we will see her again on the
banks of the Jordan River and hear her sweet voice say “There’s
nothing more important than being in the Center of His Will!” Rest
sweet friend un l the Lord returns and we meet again!
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(continued from page 1)
There is a Celtic monk hymn that goes:
“Christ be with me, Christ within me. Christ behind me, Christ before me. Christ beside me, Christ to win me.
Christ to comfort and restore me. Christ beneath me, Christ above me. Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, Christ
in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.” Give praise to the Lord for his goodness,
mercy, grace and unconditional love. Put your trust in Him!
Blessings! Christine

Our
Our thoughts
thoughts and
and prayers
prayers are
are with
with the
the family
family of
of
Dick
Dick McCombs,
McCombs, former
former STGMA
STGMA Board
Board Member.
Member.

Our STGMA family lost a great
lover of Southern Gospel Music
and Member who passed from
this life on July 21st,
Al Wiggins. Since Al donated
his body to science, a
memorial service was held
at University Bap st
Church on August 12.
Please con nue to pray for
Janet and the family.
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Do People Mistake You
For Jesus
Remember one salesman had returned to the terminal to help a blind girl pick up
and fix her apple display. As he did he no ced many of the apples were ba ered
and bruised. He took out his wallet and asked the girl, please take this $ 40.00 for
the damage we did. She nodded through her tears. I hope we didn't spoil your day
too badly. As the salesman turned and started to walk away, The bewildered blind
girl called out to him, “Mister….” He Paused and turned to look back into those
blind eyes. She con nued, “Are you Jesus?” He stopped mid‐stride…. And he
wondered. He gently went back and said, “No I'm nothing like Jesus – He is good,
kind, caring, loving, and He would have never bumped into your display in the first
place. The girl gently nodded: I only asked because I prayed for Jesus to help me
gather the apples. He sent you to help me, so you are like Him – only He knows
who will do His will. Thank you for hearing His call, “Mister.”
To be conƟnued...

A BIG THANK YOU TO
OUR DEVOTED
MONTHLY SPONSORS!!!
SEPTEMBER 23 @ 6pm with JOYCE EMILY
Cibolo Valley Bap st Church
5500 FM 1103 Schertz, TX 78108
SEPTEMBER 30 @ 6pm with BLUE CREEK
and BOUND FOR GLORY
River Oaks Bap st Church
10294 FM 539, Sutherland Springs TX 78161
OCTOBER 28 @ 6 pm with HARMONY QT
and BILLY MILLER
Oak Ridge Bap st Church
10915 Vance Jackson Rd
San Antonio TX 78230
FREE ADMISSION—LOVE OFFERING—www.stgma.org
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Fay Gassner - director.gassner@stgma.org……………

830-217-4290

Tom DeAngelis - director.deangelis@stgma.org……….

210-415-7197

Gerald Lyda - director.lyda@stgma.org……………… .

210-681.0038

Logan Pettis - director.pettis@stgma.org……………….

816-387-1917

Megan Pettis - director.pettis@stgma.org…………….…….

512-787-6992

Floyd Scott - President - president@stgma.org…………….

979-824-5058

Vice President - Leadership Accepting Applications……….

Open

Christine Scott - Secretary/Webmaster - webmaster@stgma.org……

979-824-3040

Henry B. Talbott Sr. - Honorary Chaplain

The South Texas Gospel Music
Association, Inc. is a Christian
Association Incorporated under
the non-profit act and is qualified
under Section 501 (C) (3) of the
U.S. Internal Revenue Code and
all contributions made to the
STGMA, Inc. are tax deductible.

We are on the web…
www.stgma.org

