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How to carry on
with a “new normal”...
Very few people would volunteer to be a cheerleader for
change. A change in our routine is often difficult and even
painful to go through. “Now after the death of Moses the
servant of the Lord it came to pass, that the Lord spake unto
Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying, Moses my
servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan,
thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to
them, even to the children of Israel” (Joshua 1:1-2 ).The
people wept when Moses died and mourned his death for
thirty days knowing without question they faced a tremendous
change in life. Moses was dead but God wasn’t! The Lord
had much more for them to do as the Promise Land awaited.
Perhaps you have experienced the painful death of a loved
one, the loss of a job, the devastation of divorce, the
deterioration of your health or decimation of your home
during the recent hurricane. What do you do when life
changes so suddenly, unexpectedly and definitely without
your permission?
1. You mourn. It is normal and natural to mourn when
something or someone you hold dear is taken away.
Emotional pain is not sinful. It is part of being human.
Jesus wept at the tomb of Lazarus and mourned the
death of John the Baptist. It’s okay to be sad.
2. You stop mourning. While it is good, right and
permissible to mourn, you cannot get stuck in a state of
mourning. The scripture says, “When I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death…” You see, we don’t build
a house in that dark valley and set up shop there. Life
does go on… and you need to go on, too!
3. You trust God that the best is yet to be. The people
could mourn themselves to death and be buried on the
plains of Moab, or they could arise, dry their tears and
enter the Promised Land. Just because a major change
(continued on page 4)

Gree ngs,
We must never underes mate the power of God. We o en look at our ministries and feel hopeless. We o en say to
our self that we will never be able to minister to folks enough to aﬀect and change their life. We give up; we quit.
“Who cares,” you ask? God Cares. That man, woman, boy or girl that thinks no one cares needs to hear those words
from you: God cares.
How many mes have we heard someone say these words? “I was just one moment away from ending my life when I
heard this song and it spoke to me in such a way that I fell on my knees and cried out to God and He saved me?” Do
you realize that you are never alone? If God called you, He qualified you. If He qualified you, He will magnify you. If He
magnifies you, He will glorify you. God does not make mistakes. He wanted you.
I received a call from a lady one night. She said that her husband was working late under a heavy load and that he had
called her and asked her to pray for him. She picked up her phone and called the local radio sta on and asked the DJ to
play a song for her husband. She knew he always listened to that par cular gospel music sta on. The song he chose to
play that night was “God Made A Promise” by Hearts of Grace. She took the me to call us and let us know how much
that song had blessed both her and her husband. Trust me when I say, God Cares.
The verses that follow, show us how great and mighty our God is. “The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me
out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, And caused me to pass
by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry. And he said
unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest. Again he said unto me,
Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus saith the Lord GOD
unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: And I will lay sinews upon you, and will
bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am
the LORD. So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the
bones came together, bone to his bone. And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the
skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them. Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy,
son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live. So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and
stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army.” Ezekiel 37:1‐10
Listen to the voice of the Lord and be encouraged. He cares.
Un l next me…
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Renate continues to have good reports from her scans and the
doctor is very pleased with her progress. While she still has
chemo every three weeks and scans every six months, she
keeps on keeping on! Renate was honored to receive the Group
Female Vocalist Award from the Southern Gospel Music
Association of Texas this year.

Hi, friends!
Where has the year gone? Wow… it has truly flown by! I am so pleased to see how many
folks have launched a new website this year. There are some who have updated theirs so it
has current information and that’s so encouraging! There’s nothing more discouraging than
hearing that someone wanted to contact you to minister at their event but they couldn’t figure
out how to contact you! Even if all you have is a Facebook page… that’s fine BUT keep the
information current and check it often so you can promptly respond to any inquiries. Both
websites and social media have come a long way and are still the least expensive method
for networking with folks.
THERE IS A RIGHT WAY (and a less effective way) TO MARKET ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
If you want some advice or assistance, give me a call! It’s what I do for a living so I’ve got
up-to-date tips and tricks that I can employ that might help you reach more people with
details about your ministry!
Blessings…
Christine Scott

PAGE 3

River of Life Christian Fellowship

Come join us for our “Thanksgiving Potluck”
Date:

November 17, 2017

Time:

7:00 p.m.

Where: River of Life Chris an Fellowship
12335 La Vernia Road, Adkins TX

Bring your favorite Thanksgiving recipe and join us for a Thanksgiving
potluck meal! You will be sure to enjoy some good old southern gospel
singing by some STGMA (South Texas Gospel Music Associa on) singers.
The Douce es will be performing for us.
They are originally from Canada, but now
reside in Waller, Texas. These young people
developed a love for Bluegrass Gospel
along with tradi onal Bluegrass music and
have blossomed into a much sought a er
musical group.
Jenna Faith Oakley, a 15 year old rising star in the
gospel music field will also be with us. She is from
San Antonio, Texas. She a ended the Stamps Baxter
school of Music in Tennessee and is the recipient of
several awards in the gospel music field.
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(continued from page 1)
had come, life did not have to lose its sweetness. In fact, they were getting ready to experience new and
greater blessings from God as they took possession of a land that flowed with milk and honey.
Listen, your best days are not behind you! They are ahead of you. There will be good days and bad days.
There will be times you rejoice and times you cry. There will be possessions lost and returned. There will be
sickness and healing! Friend, God has a Promised Land in store for you, both in this life and the life to come.
So, keep rejoicing, keep praising and keep trusting Him. The Lord wants to turn your “new normal” into new
opportunities and fresh encounters with Him. Will you arise and cross this Jordan?
By: Christine Scott—Based on devotion by Pastor Jeff Schreve
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As previously announced, dues are now
to be paid by November 1st but must
be paid by November 30th. Payments
received a er November 30th from
both current Ar st Members as well as
new Members joining STGMA will
qualify that Ar st Member to be
scheduled as an addi onal concert
date becomes available.
Timely payment of dues and a good
standing with STGMA are essen al for
a guaranteed invita on to perform on
one of the dates listed below. STGMA
expects to confirm church loca ons
and announce ar st line‐up for each of
these dates by December 20.

2018 STGMA Concert Schedule:
January 27
February 24
March 24
April 28 (Conven on and Concert)
May 26
June 23
July 28
August 25
September 22
October 27
November ‐ TBA
December ‐ TBA
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2017 / 2018 STGMA EVENTS
 STGMA Christmas Concert—December 9,
2017
 STGMA Conven on—April 28, 2018
 STGMA Ar st Showcase and/or STGMA
“Great Gospel” Music Fes val (Coming Soon)
 11 STGMA Sponsored Concerts
 Addi onal STGMA Ar st/Church‐Sponsored
Concerts (TBD)
Don’t forget… 2018 Scheduling begins
December 1, 2017
If you haven’t paid your dues,
contact Fay Gassner right away!
Current STGMA ArƟst Members
pay $42 to renew 2018 Membership
New STGMA ArƟst Members
pay $50 for 2018 Membership

Grandparents as Story Tellers
A er helping the girl and hearing her ques on, “Mister, Are you Jesus?” Slowly he made
his way to catch the later flight with that ques on burning and bouncing about in his soul:
“Are you Jesus?” Do people mistake you for Jesus? That's our des ny, is it not? To be so
much like Jesus as we live and interact with a world that is blind to His love, life and grace.
If we claim to know Him, we should live, walk and act as He would. Knowing Him is more
than simply quo ng scripture and going to church. It's actually living in the Word as life
unfolds day by day. You are the apple of His eye even though you, too. have been ba ered
and bruised by a fall. He stopped what He was doing and picked you and me up on a hill
called Calvary and paid for our damaged fruit. We need to be sharing what we know.
‐ The End
“Being happy doesn't mean everything is perfect. It means you've decided to see beyond
imperfec ons.”

A BIG THANK YOU TO
OUR DEVOTED
MONTHLY SPONSORS!!!

If you haven’t downloaded the STGMA2GO
Smartphone App… it’s never too late! You can simply
scan the QR Code or visit
http://apps.appmakr.com/stgma2go to
access the download page. Choose the
format you need (Android or HTML5 for
iPhone and iPad), download it and install
it (add to your home screen).
Call Christine if you need assistance!
STGMA2GO
ICON

Share it with others!!
Promote STGMA!!

STGMA2GO APP
Links to website components
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Fay Gassner - director.gassner@stgma.org……………

830-217-4290

Tom DeAngelis - director.deangelis@stgma.org……….

210-415-7197

Gerald Lyda - director.lyda@stgma.org……………… .

210-681.0038

Logan Pettis - director.pettis@stgma.org……………….

816-387-1917

Megan Pettis - director.pettis@stgma.org…………….…….

512-787-6992

Floyd Scott - President - president@stgma.org…………….

979-824-5058

Vice President - Leadership Accepting Applications……….

Open

Christine Scott - Secretary/Webmaster - webmaster@stgma.org……

979-824-3040

Henry B. Talbott Sr. - Honorary Chaplain

The South Texas Gospel Music
Association, Inc. is a Christian
Association Incorporated under
the non-profit act and is qualified
under Section 501 (C) (3) of the
U.S. Internal Revenue Code and
all contributions made to the
STGMA, Inc. are tax deductible.

We are on the web…
www.stgma.org

