Promises, Repentance, RestoraƟon!
Recently, I was sleeping and during the night I kept seeing and hearing the words: Promises, Repentance and
Restora on. Rarely do I remember what I see or hear during the night. Normally, it just vanishes from my thoughts
and I just move on. However, this me it just kept coming to my mind. So, this past Sunday I decided to look at these
words. I started by wri ng them down on a note pad. A er looking at them for a few moments, I remembered that
while I was studying the Word of the Lord I discovered and had been taught that certain wri ngs in the Hebrew and
Greek days were reversed. Meaning they were read from right to le .
It was then that it dawned on me that the words were in the wrong order. As a country boy might say we o en get
the cart before the horse so to speak. So, I wrote them down again (Restora on, Repentance, and Promises).
Here is what I discovered that the Lord was trying to tell me. Some mes we allow sin or sins small or large to
separate us from the word and work that the Lord has called us to. Because sin blinds us from the truth, we do not
see it automa cally. Then when we realize that something is not right with our lives we start to look for what or
where we went wrong. The first thing we do is to begin by reminding the Lord that in His word we have all these
promises that he has made us that we will never fail if we live according to His Word, etc.
So, let’s look at that way of thinking. First, the Promises of the Lord are true they will never fail us. The problem is we
fail to hold onto our end of the bargain or commitment we made to the Lord. For us to return unto the favor of the
Lord we need to repent (Repentance). Then, and only then, we are restored (Restora on). Here is where the good
part comes in: The biblical meaning of the word “restora on” is to receive back more than has been lost to the point
where the final state is greater than the original condiƟon. The main point is that someone or something is improved
beyond measure.
Unlike the regular dic onary meaning of “restoraƟon” which is to return something back to its original condi on, the
biblical defini on of the word has greater connota ons that go above and beyond the typical everyday usage.
Repeatedly throughout the Bible, God blesses people for their faith and hardships by making up for their losses and
giving them more than they previously had before.
Is it possible that we perhaps have le the way of the Lord in our ministries and we no longer have the joy that we
once felt? David said it best in Psalms 50:11‐12 “Cast me not away from thy presence and take not thy holy spirit from
me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvaƟon; and uphold me with thy free spirit.”
Un l next me…

PAGE 2

Before you STAND on a platform;
KNEEL before the Lord!
Spreading the gospel is what God expects us to do and it’s our full-time
responsibility but some folks are in full-time ministry… it’s their full-time
job! Many folks have a ministry in addition to a full-time vocational job!
Regardless of which category you find yourself in, we all risk dealing
with ministry burnout! We don’t stop wanting to share the gospel, serve
the Lord and use our gifts for Him yet we just grow weary in how we go
about it. Ask yourself the following questions about your ministry and
see if you need a refreshing!

Global Chris an Worship

1. Is my ministry out of guilt feeling I should be doing something for God so might as well be
something I want to do or is my ministry motivated by gratitude for what God has done for
me? Guilt leads to resentment but ministry that flows from a heart of gratitude encourages
both us and the people we come in contact with. Service comes in all shapes and forms.
2. Is my ministry on auto-pilot? Have I done this so long I’m not seeking what God wants?
This is a tough examination of ourselves but we need to constantly be asking God to mold us to be
His vessel and reconfigure our ministry to meet others’ needs and not just fulfill our own desire.
3. Do I cut corners to make my ministry more convenient for me and miss opportunities to
speak to someone God put there to listen to, talk to, pray with or personally encourage?
God knows and He cares about what we are doing in His name. He sends us where we can be
used...if we allow Him to do it. Nothing happens by accident; our inconvenience could be
someone’s blessing.
4. Do I criticize others in ministry because they don’t live up to my standards? Am I critical of
others because their ministry is different than mine? We’re human but we should strive to
uplift others. The only standard we have is already set by Christ. There is no room for competition
or judgement. If you see someone struggling, offer to mentor them. Seek wisdom from folks who
touch your heart through their ministry.
5. Am I listening to and believing what I’m singing or saying to others? God often uses the
message in our songs to minister to us...if we listen. A song should minister to our own heart.
Strive to minister as though God is our only audience and other folks are just listening in. Once we
accomplish that and the Spirit is present, our songs speak to hearts beyond words.
6. Am I letting my ministry consume me? Am I judging my worth on how many invitations and
events I have on the calendar? Because we do our ministry for the Lord, it’s easy to put it
ahead of our family and even our health. God should always be our first priority, but God and
ministry are not the same. When He is first, all other things balance out.
7. Am I trying to do everything myself and plan everything on my own? Christians often quote
Philippians 4:13 “For I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” He does give us
strength but it’s when we’re walking in His plan for us. If we’re creating our own plan, we’re likely
grow weary and fail. True success in ministry requires dependence on the One who calls us,
equips us and sustains us.
Each of these thoughts should be considered no matter the ministry. Preparing to be on a platform is more
than just running through a song to make sure we know the words or tuning an instrument. We must spend
time with God and in the Word before stepping foot on a platform to represent Him. To God be the Glory!
By: Christine Scott
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The 19th Annual STGMA ConvenƟon will be held April 28, 2018 at Cibolo
Valley BapƟst Church (5500 FM 1103 in Schertz, TX)!
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
9:00 to 9:30 am – This is the allo ed me for sound
check to be completed with the sound engineer and
must be completed by 10 am. Due to space limita ons,
product tables will be set up and shared in the
Fellowship Hall. Members may bring only CD’s to sell
during lunch and a ernoon break but may not sell
them in the sanctuary or make reference to any
product from the pla orm. No setup allowed on
pla orm or in Fellowship Hall a er 10 am.
10:00 to 10:45 am – General Membership Mee ng.
Please be seated promptly. Mee ng will include
elec on of 2018 Board of Directors. Anyone wishing to
serve in that capacity should submit their resume to
the address on the back of this newsle er no later

than April 6, 2018.
11:00 am to 12:00 pm ‐ Pre‐luncheon seminar
featuring the “STGMA President’s Address”,
“Marke ng Message” and a very special
tes mony and “Ministry Moment” with Guest
Speakers, The Hendrix Trio. (Don’t miss this!)
12:00 to 1:00 pm ‐ Elegant banquet‐style meal
served in Fellowship Hall.
Concert to follow banquet meal at
approximately 1:00 pm. The final list of ar sts
will be published by the end of March. Any
members wishing to sing must be paid up and
in good standing as of March 31, 2018.

For any quesƟons, email president@stgma.org
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I have in my hand two boxes
which God gave me to hold.
He said, “Put all your sorrows in the black box
and all your joys into the gold.”
I heeded His words, and in the two boxes
Both my joys and sorrows I stored,
But though the gold became heavier each day,
The black was as light as before.
Submi ed by:
Fay Gassner

With curiosity, I opened the black.
I wanted to find out why,

And I saw, in the base of the box, a hole
Which my sorrows had fallen out by.
I showed the hole to God and mused,
“I wonder where my sorrows could be?”
He smiled a gentle smile and said,
“My child, they’re here with me.”
I asked God why He gave me the boxes,
Why the gold and the black with a hole?
“My child, the gold is for you to count your
blessings. The black is for you to let go.”
Author Unknown

Appointed By Grace
The Arnharts
Jacob Aus n Band
Baggy Bo om Boys
The Bethels
Bound for Glory
CrossTimbers
Faithful II
Marsha Fisher
Harmony Quartet
His Call
Hearts of Grace
Cli on Jansky
The Jeters
The Jubil‐Heirs
MercySong Revival
The Milburns
Billy Miller
Jenna Oakley
Pathfinders Quartet
Paul’s Journey
Megan and Logan Pe s
Sanctuary Quartet
Gene & LaVada Triesch
Southern Plainsmen
Watchmen of Texas

979‐201‐1325
832‐512‐8650
281‐610‐3925
817‐845‐2960
409‐729‐5506
210‐680‐2351
830‐217‐4290
713‐498‐1191
832‐567‐2963
214‐502‐4637
‐‐‐
979‐824‐5058
210‐653‐5568
713‐419‐1677
872‐287‐4388
972‐365‐5023
254‐979‐1411
210‐857‐8899
‐‐‐
972‐467‐1614
936‐333‐0174
512‐749‐7451
318‐488‐0137
‐‐‐
318‐663‐4812
361‐364‐1819

www.appointedbygrace.com
www.thearnharts.com
www.jacob‐aus n.net
www.baggybo omboys.com
www.thebethels.org
‐‐‐
www.cross mberssings.com
www.faithful2.org
‐‐‐
www.harmonymusic.com
www.hiscallministries.com
www.heartsofgrace.com
www.cli onjansky.com
www.asheepspeaks.org
www.thejubilheirs.com
www.facebook.com/MercySongRevival/
www.milburncountry.org
‐‐‐
www.facebook.com/jeannafaithmusic/
www.pathfindersquartet.com
www.paulsjourneymusic.com
www.loganpe smusic.weebly.com
www.sanctuaryquartet.com
www.menorahmusic.com
www.southernplainsmen.com
‐‐‐
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Our friend, fellow ar st and brother‐in‐Christ went home to be with the Lord on
Wednesday, February 7th a er several days recovery in the hospital.
His precious wife, Glenda, and their children would appreciate your prayers in the
coming days as his presence will definitely be missed.
Pray for all of the current and previous members of MercySong and MercySong
Revival who have all ministered together at one me or another with Bro. Larry.

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR DEVOTED
MONTHLY SPONSORS!!!
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2018 STGMA Concert Schedule:
March 24 ‐ First Bap st Church Schertz
Cli on Jansky
April 28
(Conven on and Concert)
Cibolo Valley BapƟst Church
May 26 ‐ Southline Bap st Church
Douce es and Jacob Aus n Band
June 23 ‐ Kirby Bap st Church
The Bethels
July 28 ‐ Oak Ridge Bap st Church
Birthright and Billy Miller
August 25 ‐ University Bap st Church
The Harmony Quartet
September 22 ‐ First Bap st Church
Schertz ‐ The Pathfinders Quartet
October 27 ‐ Lytle First Bap st Church
The Southern Plainsmen
November 17 ‐ Cibolo Valley Bap st
Church ‐ Megan and Logan Pe s
December 8 ‐ Kirby Bap st Church
Hearts of Grace and Marsha Fisher
** Concerts and scheduled ArƟsts subject to change.
Please see website for current informaƟon.

January 27, 2018 ‐ Paul’s Journey
at Oak Ridge Bap st Church

February 20, 2018 ‐ 15th Annual La Vernia
Bluegrass Fes val featuring Blue Creek
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