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Whether you read a traditional newspaper or get your
news online, it appears that the world is melting and
we’re all going into the abyss with it. Our social
environments are more politically charged than ever
before, but the real truth is that it’s nothing new. I tell
folks all the time that sickness, trials, political
differences and family squabbles have been going on
for thousands of years...we just find out about it quicker
and more often in the electronic world we live in!
Think for a moment about 1st century Israel when
Jesus began His ministry. Political tensions were high
because the Roman Empire was ruthless and the
authorities imposed huge taxes on the people. Those
living under their authority grew weary of the
oppression and revolted. The pockets of protest were
monitored by the Roman armies and dispelled
quickly...and often not in a kind manner. It was during
this turbulent time that God’s chosen people cried out
for a Savior not just to save their souls but also their
nation. They longed for one who would bring peace and
freedom as well as overthrow the corrupt government.
Sound familiar? What was Jesus’ response? In
Matthew 5:5, Jesus said “Blessed are the meek: for
they shall inherit the earth.” In the midst of the chaos
He said “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” (John
14:27) Jesus had the right and the perfect opportunity
to criticize the Romans but He took a different direction
by proclaiming “...My kingdom is not of this world…”
(John 18:36) The admonition in the New Testament
was intended to help us minimize political talk and
(continued on page 3)

Gree ngs,
If there ever was a person in the Bible that knew how to pray and praise the Lord it would be the Psalmist David. In
Psalms 103 he writes, “Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my
soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniqui es; who healeth all thy diseases; Who redeemeth thy
life from destruc on; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; Who sa sfieth thy mouth with good
things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” The word here for praise means to glorify or exalt and honor God.
Secondly, it means to laud or praise another’s quali es. We could never live long enough to tell the world how good
God has been to us. However, we should never stop trying.
Does prayer and praise work? We see in Genesis 24 that Abraham was ge ng old and well stricken in health. S ll the
Lord had blessed Abraham in all things. Abraham said unto his eldest servant that ruled over all that he had, “Put, I
pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: And I will make thee swear by the Lord, the God of the earth, that thou shalt not
take a wife unto my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell: But thou shalt go unto my country,
and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac. And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not
be willing to follow me into this land: must I needs bring thy son again unto the land from whence thou camest? And
Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son thither again. The Lord God of heaven, which took me
from my father’s house, and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying,
Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from
thence. And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from this my oath: only bring not
my son thither again. And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and sware to him
concerning that ma er. And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; for all the goods of
his master were in his hand: and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor. And he made his camels
to kneel down without the city by a well of water at the me of the evening, even the me that women go out to draw
water. And he said, O Lord God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send me good speed this day, and show kindness
unto my master Abraham. Behold, I stand here by the well of water; and the daughters of the men of the city come out
to draw water: And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may
drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy
servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast shown kindness unto my master. And it came to pass, before he
had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to Bethuel, son of Micah, the wife of Nahor,
Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder. And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had
any man known her: and she went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up. And the servant ran to meet
her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a li le water of thy pitcher. And she said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and let
down her pitcher upon here hand, and gave him drink. And when she had done giving him drink, she said, I will draw
water for thy camels also, un l they have done drinking. And she hasted, and emp ed her pitcher into the trough, and
ran again unto the well to draw water, and drew for all his camels. And a few verses later we find: And the man Bowed
down his head, and worshipped the Lord. And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of my master Abraham, who
hath not le des tute my master of his mercy and his truth: I being in the way, the Lord led me to the
house of my master’s brethren.” Yes, prayer and praise do work and it will work in your life and your
ministry if you only trust and believe in the Lord….
Un l next me…Be Blessed…

Floyd
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focus on faith, belief, behavior, righteousness, sanctification and
unity. We are called to speak the truth but remember that the
Apostles used their voice not to change their situation, but to
change the world forever by changing hearts. They focused all of
their efforts on building up believers, encouraging folks in their time
of despair and ultimately pointing them to Jesus. They constantly
reminded folks that this life and everything in it is temporary. We
would do well to remember the same thing. We must leave this
world and all it holds to experience a rewarding eternity with Christ.
It is always good to look back at our past but only for the purpose
of studying what mattered then and what we can learn from it for
today and all the days we remain on this planet. The troubles and trials of this life will come and go
but “the Word of the Lord endureth forever” (1 Peter 1:25). So, as we stand proclaiming the gospel
through our ministries in 2017, we must be humbled by the responsibility that comes with it. We are
the sermon in what we say or sing and how we act. Your fellow STGMA members are praying for
you to honor God in all you say and do and be a reflection of Him as you strive to point souls to
Christ while there’s still time. Are you praying for them? Christ will soon return. How many souls
have you led to Christ? How many hearts have you personally sown seeds of hope into? Our “job” is
not just to be on a platform but to invest our attention in those we come in contact with. Pray with
folks. Look them in the eye and encourage them. You may be the only Bible they come in contact
with. To God be the glory!

Grandparents as Role Models
Grandparents should be role models. The only me the word ‘grandmother’ occurs in the
Bible, it describes Lois whose sincere faith lived in her grandson Timothy (2 Timothy 1:5). The
word translated “sincere” is a combina on of two Greek words, ‘not’ and ‘hypothe cal’. Lois’
deep and genuine faith in God translated into a lifestyle honoring to Him. Sincere faith is
contagious; Timothy caught it! Thanks in no small measure to his grandmother’s example, he
became a mighty man of God.
Grandparents can exert great influence by the power of Godly example. In centuries past,
grandfathers used to be domineering and dictatorial family rules, using their wealth and
estate to manipulate and control their families. Thank the Lord that those days are gone.
Today Godly grandparents wield a diﬀerent form of power ‐ the power of example. They are
living models of His love, gentleness and compassion; symbols of His faithfulness and
examples of His goodness.
“The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a
cedar of Lebanon: planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish
in the courts of our God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they will
stay fresh and green” - Psalm 92:12-14
To be continued...
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Are YOU one of our
STGMA District
Concert Managers?
You can be! The Board would like to
appoint four (4) representa ves from
San Antonio and various other parts of
Texas (north, south, east and west) to
coordinate Ar st Showcases. Each
Manager would contact and enlist the
church, invite them to become a
Member of STGMA (it’s free) and
recommend to the Board the group or
groups folks would love to hear in that
area. Contact Floyd if you feel led of
the Lord to help us.

We need YOU!

April 8 — Oak Ridge Bap st Church in San Antonio,
TX with Paul’s Journey
May 27 — First Bap st Church in Lytle, TX with
Birthright and Lilly Hu on
June 17 — Southline Bap st Church in Cleveland, TX
with Jubil‐Heirs and Mercy Song Revival
July 22 — First Bap st Church in Schertz, TX with
Pathfinders and The Milburns
PAGE 4

August 26 — Live Oak Bap st Church in Live Oak,
TX with Appointed By Grace and Marsha Fisher
September 30 — Cibolo Valley Bap st Church in
Schertz, TX with Joyce Emily
October 28 — Oak Ridge Bap st Church in
San Antonio, TX with Harmony Quartet and
Billy Miller
*subject to change...check website for current informa on.

A BIG THANK YOU

to our devoted Sponsors...
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It’s almost me for our 18th Annual STGMA Conven on & General Mee ng!
God has blessed us this year with the privilege of being at The Country Church on Saturday,
April 29th. Come ready for an amazing me with God… In both heart‐felt worship and Christ‐
centered fellowship! Let’s celebrate God’s goodness. It’s me to recharge and refuel!
You should have received our Conven on Registra on Form via email or regular mail. If you’re
planning to a end, the registra on form must be returned by April 1, 2017! You can also
contact Chris ne at webmaster@stgma.org if you have any ques ons about the form or
downloading it. You don’t want to miss a moment...so get there early!
To be eligible to sing, Members must have dues paid by March 15, 2017.

Schedule:
9:00 to 10:00 am – This is allo ed me for sound check to be completed with the sound
engineer and must be completed by 10 am. No setup allowed on pla orm a er 10 am. We will
not be able to accommodate product tables this year. Members may bring CD’s but may not
sell them in the sanctuary or make reference to any product from the pla orm.
10:00 to 11:00 am – Workshop for Ar sts/Groups
Topic: Songwri ng, Recording, Product/Packaging and Pla orm/Ministry E que e
11:00 to 11:45 am – General Membership Mee ng. Please be seated promptly. Mee ng will
include elec on of 2017 Board of Directors. Anyone wishing to serve in that capacity should
submit their resume to the address below and must be received no later than April 8, 2017.

The STGMA Board and Oﬃcers wish to show our apprecia on to you our Members
(Ac ve and Associate), by subsidizing the cost of an elegant banquet‐style meal. Those
par cipa ng in the meal served to your table. Your cost for this elegant repast is only
$10.00 per person. You must, however, complete the registra on form emailed/mailed
to you or download one from our website and return it by April 1, 2017. We look
forward to fellowshipping with you and giving you an opportunity to be
pampered...compliments of STGMA.

Singing starts at approximately 1:00 pm
NOTE: There will be NO Member product tables at this conven on. Members with CD’s are
encouraged to have some on hand and can be sold during lunch and the a ernoon break.
No products may be sold in the sanctuary or oﬀered from the pla orm.
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Hello friends… Where do I begin to tell you of the
blessings God has bestowed upon Marsha Fisher
Ministries this year and it's only February! I am so
honored to be able to have served the Lord in
song for over 10 yrs. These past four years He has
added to my ministry in many ways.
Not only ministering in song, but also in catering, ministering to ba ered and abused women and girls,
and now (of God’s doing) making gi baskets! In case you don't know me I have two children. My
daughter Adrianna is 24 and she married her sweet husband David Rees in May 2015! We also have a
son, Spencer, who is 22. He works just outside of Houston and is s ll at home. Last but certainly not least
is my husband George of 28 years! He’s my rock and he is a strong supporter of my ministry in a great
example of a true Chris an. I am blessed that my family supports me and they are very ac ve in MFM. I
cannot wait to see what God has planned for the future. Thank you so much for your love and support,
but most of all your prayers.
God bless you…
Let us hear from you...email your brief
Marsha
“Ministry Moment” to Christine.

Hi, friends!
Well we did not receive enough songs from our Artists to justify a jukebox so we will come up with
something else to let folks hear our Artist Members. I’m open to ideas...just let me know!
Did you make New Year’s resolutions this year? What are your goals for your ministry? In the digital world
we live in, an important parts of your ministry is your website. Yes, Facebook is great but newsfeeds get
clogged and what you think people see on your page might not really ever be seen as you intended.
However, if someone takes the time to go to your website...it should have all the information on it they are
seeking. Allowing that opportunity to slip by you because you haven’t kept it updated is so sad. Utilize
your website as much as you do any other method of communication. It’s very important!
With that in mind, if you need help with your website...I’m available. As I have said in the past, I cannot
monetarily contribute to every ministry but I can sow seeds into your ministry by helping with your
website. I’m willing to help! As a Member of STGMA, we want you to shine so folks will invite you
to come share the gospel to a lost and hurting world. Show them it’s not just about being on
the stage but you’re interested in ALL the details that lead folks to Christ.
Blessings… Christine Scott
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Fay Gassner - director.gassner@stgma.org……………

830.217.4290

Tom DeAngelis - director.deangelis@stgma.org……….

210.415.7197

Diana Baum - director.baum@stgma.org……………… .

210.659.2598

Logan Pettis - director.pettis@stgma.org……………….

816.387.1917

Megan Pettis - director.pettis@stgma.org…………….…….

512.787.6992

Floyd Scott - President - president@stgma.org…………….

979.824.5058

Vice President - Leadership Accepting Applications……….

Open

Christine Scott - Secretary/Webmaster - webmaster@stgma.org……

979.824.3040

Henry B. Talbott Sr. - Honorary Chaplain

The South Texas Gospel Music
Association, Inc. is a Christian
Association Incorporated under
the non-profit act and is qualified
under Section 501 (C) (3) of the
U.S. Internal Revenue Code and
all contributions made to the
STGMA, Inc. are tax deductible.

We are on the web…
www.stgma.org

